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Plantwise: A global thrust for plant health system strengthening

Plant clinics and plant health systems are a way to reach more
farmers with appropriate plant health advice. CABI, through its
global program Plantwise, supports plant health system
strengthening in up to 40 countries over the coming 4 years
through a wide network of collaborating institutions in Africa,
Asia and Latin America.
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One Health? What about plant health? 

A broader One Health. Joint service delivery and cross-sectoral
learning (blue lines) interact and deliver plant, animal and human 

health outcomes (green lines). Several assumptions for this 
broadened One Health model remain, however, to be tested. 
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One Health has been defined around zoonotic diseases
and the sharing of infrastructure and capacities of
human and animal health systems in the health triad,
people-animals-environment. Plant health needs to be
part of the One Health concept.

Improved plant health contributes to:

1. Food safety – plant products free from mycotoxins, 
pesticide residues and human disease contaminants; 

2. Food security – enough food for a healthy life; 

3. Feed security – enough feed for animals; 

4. Livelihoods – agriculture is the prime income generator in 
developing countries, fundamental for economic growth. 

Health systems for plants and new synergies

The basic principles of human and animal health systems
are widely accepted, despite many flaws and failures. Since
2003, ‘plant health systems’ have emerged, drawing on
principles from human and animal health. Local plant clinics
run by ‘plant doctors’ and ‘plant nurses’ from existing
extension organizations, constitute a key component of the
system.

The plant clinics provide primary plant healthcare, offering
advice on plant and soil health and pesticide management.
Plant clinics are a vital link to other actors of the plant health
system, i.e. diagnostic labs, research institutions, input
supply and regulatory services.

Plant clinics have shown their worth, to improve plant health
services to farmers, and also to jointly deliver plant-animal
services (e.g. in Bangladesh and Nicaragua).

Plant clinics in Hoima and Soroti, Uganda. Plant 
clinics are the basic pillar of plant health systems 

providing primary plant healthcare to farmers.

Plant health systems benefit from the experiences from human
and animal health to ensure effective delivery of plant
healthcare to farmers across the world. Human and animal
health systems benefit from broadening the scope to plants.


