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4  Preferred forest tree species on 
cocoa farm

4.1  Farmer preferred and research recommended 
timber species

Traditionally, cocoa farms in West Africa are established by removing the 
forest understorey and thinning the forest canopy so that cocoa seedling can 
grow into productive trees by utilising the »forest resources« of  the newly 
cleared area and the shade provided by the remaining trees. 

Depending on tree species present on farm, farmers may also get additional 
income through sales of  timber species and other products such as fuel-
wood, fruits or non-wood forest products, e.g. honey. 

Integrating trees in cocoa farms may offer resource-poor farmers a cultiva-
tion system that has lower risk compared to systems that are dependent 
on high investments cost through inputs purchase, which farmers have no 
access to or cannot afford. Table below presents a list of  farmer preferred 
and research recommended forest tree species that are used cocoa growing 
system in West Africa.

Table 5: preferred trees in cocoa 

Species  Classi�cation Dispersal Mechanism

Alstonia boonei  Pioneer  Wind

Antiaris toxicaria  Pioneer  Wind

Ceiba pentandra  Pioneer  Wind

Entandrophragma angolense  NPLD  Wind

E. cylindricum  NPLD  Wind

E. utile  NPLD  Wind

Milicia excelsa  NPLD  Bird, bats 

Pycnanthus angolensis  NPLD  Birds

Terminalia ivorensis  Pioneer  Wind 

Terminalia superba  Pioneer  Wind

Triplochiton scleroxylon  Pioneer  Wind

Source: Asare (2005)






































































