
 

Women against the Mafia: 

A gendered perspective on a difficult rebellion 

 

Mafia is a specific kind of power. Not a kind of social banditism, as we can find written in a wide, 
yet important literature.  It is a cruel and bloody power that usually builds organic relationships 
with legal power. The Italian history is full of these dangerous relationships and of their bad 
effects on society and democracy. Behind the mafia phenomenon there is a strong cultural 
system, founded on substantial denial of the State and of its laws, on violence, code of silence and 
personal subjection. In this context, women play an important role. Women are actually 
considered, jointly, the biggest guarantee for the children’s education to Mafia values, are seen as 
men’s property and, through them, property of the organization.  
Several, difficult changes have occurred in in the last thirty years. Many judges and police men 
have started a systematic fight against the clans’ power. Numerous civil society groups (students, 
priests, journalists, teachers, victims’ parents…) have rebelled against the culture of Mafia. It is 
very interesting that, at the same time, there has been a deep change regarding women, who have 
come to represent one of main opponent forces of Mafia power and culture within the Italian 
context. In fact, it is possible to claim today that anti-mafia movement is female over all: in 
schools, in universities, in associations, in local governments. This has had meaningful effects on 
mafia organizations. 
My lecture will try to clarify the main steps of this long transformation; in the State, in civil 
culture, in the role of women. And it will propose an historical description and a theoretical 
interpretation of the women’s anti-mafia movement. 
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