
u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n  

Development News: no. 2

Skarvig, Isabelle

Publication date:
2008

Citation for published version (APA):
Skarvig, I. (Ed.) (2008). Development News: no. 2. Forest & Landscape, University of Copenhagen.

Download date: 22. maj. 2023

https://curis.ku.dk/portal/da/publications/development-news-no-2(ae20aa39-7d29-425e-ae89-32d86da0427a).html


 NEWS
D E V E L O P M E N T

·n o .  2   •   j u n e  2 0 0 8 

Welcome to a new edition of the international 

newsletter of the Danish Centre for Forest, 

Landscape and Planning, University of Copen-

hagen with an update on new activities, publi-

cations and staff. 

Forests gained a prominent role in the discus-

sions during the COP14 of the UN Framework 

Convention on Climate Change in Bali in De-

cember last year. Since then, the debate has 

only expanded. 

I would like to draw your attention to a major 

scientific congress on climate change which 

Furthering the debate on the role of 
forests in mitigating climate change

will be organized here in Copenhagen from 

10-12 March next year. The congress will pro-

vide input to the COP15 in Copenhagen later 

in 2009. This will be an excellent opportunity 

to discuss the role of forests in climate change, 

and the conference will indeed have special 

sessions for such discussions. See further in-

formation elsewhere in this newsletter. I hope 

that many of you will be able to join this con-

gress. I wish you pleasant reading! 

Kind regards 

Niels Elers Koch,  Director-General

Camp ›headquarters‹ 

for the botanical and 

wildlife survey in Prey 

Long, Cambodia.
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africa (vECEa). The project is initially for three years 

(2008-10). The lead technical persons from ICraF are 

ramni jamnadass and roeland Kindt and from FLD Lars 

Graudal and jens-Peter Lillesø. (See presentation below).

b) joint co-operation on enhancing the knowledge base 

and use of quality tree seed and optimised tree seed 

systems for delivery of quality tree seed to meet the 

demand of, in particular, the rural poor everywhere. 

The focal countries will initially be: Kenya, Tanzania and 

Malawi. The project is designed for a three year period 

(2008-10) and is based on an annual input from ICraF 

of 1,000,000 DKK, with a similar contributon from FLD. 

The lead technical persons from ICraF are ramni jamna-

dass and Zac Tchoundjeu, and from FLD Søren Moestrup 

and jens-Peter Lillesø.

Søren Moestrup

smoe@life.ku.dk

Forest & Landscape Denmark - together with african col-

leagues and World agroforestry Centre in Nairobi have 

received a grant of 700,000 USD from The rockefeller 

Foundation.   

In the coming 3 years a digital map will be produced, which 

will plot the variation in natural vegetation and compare this 

variation to climate and current land use in seven african 

countries. The maps illustrate the potential for growing tree 

crops and agricultural crops. 

very often african smallholder farmers fail to plant or sow 

the most optimal crops, which can lead to a lack of adequate 

supplies of food and fodder for the animals. Smallholder 

farmers need to know which tree species and crops can thrive 

well on their land and with the expected climate changes this 

requirement becomes more acute.   

apart from the digital mapping in seven african countries, 

The project FOMaBO (Forest Management in Bolivia) has ini-

tiated a new sister project: »Proyecto de Investigación Par-

ticipativa revalorizadora en Gestion Territorial« focusing on 

natural resource management of indigenous lands in Bolivia. 

In the first year the project is financed by FOMaBO, in the 

following two years by Danida’s Sector Support Programme 

in Bolivia. The project is run by aGrUCO (El Centro agr-

oecología Universidad Cochabamba) at Universidad Mayor 

de San Simón in Cochabamba (UMSS) and further involves 

Universidad Gabriel rené Moreno in Santa Cruz (UaGrM), 

the Bolivian government and the indigenous peoples’ or-

ganisations.

The objective of the project is to support and promote the 

use of participative action research (Par) as a means for re-

capturing indigenous knowledge related to natural resource 

management, hereby supporting a dialogue between tra-

ditional and modern scientific knowledge. The project will 

contribute to the education of Bolivian university students, 

preferably from indigenous and rural communities, through 

their thesis work in which they are specially trained to apply 

Par. The project also aims at supporting local communities in 

the elaboration of ideas and outlines of development projects 

based on the thesis research findings. 

Central elements of the project are: (i) 36 thesis work scholar-

ships for graduate and undergraduate students at UMSS and 

UaGrM within the study programmes in forestry, agronomy, 

tropical agronomy and natural resources, veterinary science, 

and economics, and (ii) the involvement of Bolivian institu-

tions on indigenous affairs, inclusive of the vice-ministry of 

Land, CIDOB (Confederación de Pueblos Indígenas de Bolivia) 

and CONaMaQ (Consejo Nacional de ayllus y Markas del 

Qullasuyu).

Finn helles

fh@life.ku.dk

FLD has been working with ICraF for more than 15 years to 

enhance the use of genetic resources of trees. The co-opera-

tion has now been extended and strengthened within the 

framework of the Memorandum of Understanding entered 

between ICraF and the Faculty of Life Sciences at the Uni-

versity of Copenhagen. Two contracts on specific topics were 

signed in May 2008.

The two new contracts cover:

a) joint co-operation on the project: vegetation and cli-

mate change in Eastern africa: a high resolution digital 

vegetation map for land use planning, natural resource 

management and conservation of biodiversity in Eastern 

The rockefeller Foundation 
awards grant to benefit farmers 
and trees in africa

Extended Co-operation between 

ICraF and FLD

New project in Bolivia
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the economic support from the rockefeller Foundation will 

make it possible to prepare information material to be used 

locally by extensionists and NGOs to provide advice on what 

species to plant on their land. 

researchers at Forest & Landscape Denmark have been en-

gaged with this concept for several years in countries such as 

Nepal and Kenya. The aim has been to provide advice on spe-

cies and bushes for different purposes in landscapes, includ-

ing valuable and threatened species.   

jens-Peter Barnekow Lillesø 

jpbl@life.ku.dk

about 80,000 hectares of continuous rain forest and deci-

duous forest exists in Stung Treng province in the heart of 

Cambodia. Since the general logging moratorium in 2002, 

large scale commercial logging has ceased. albeit some illegal 

logging evidently continues and encroachment by farming 

still takes place, the forest remains relatively well protected. 

a large core area of difficult accessible un-logged forest 

contains remnants of unique forest types and species, which 

is not known from any other countries. FLD has during the 

last two years carried out two botanical and wildlife surveys 

in the area together with Forest administration of Cambodia 

and Conservation International. The objective is to identify 

core areas for special protection and make recommendations 

for future sustainable management of the area. This years’ 

survey focused on the swamp forest habitats. This is a ‘living 

museum’ of a forest type that was presumably widespread in 

Indochina before intensive cultivation changed most of them 

to paddy fields.

Silt roots (left) and pneumatophores (aerial roots) (right) are 

characters of the swamp forests in Prey Long. 

The swamp forest reportedly occurs in at least six disjunct 

localities. The largest is about 3 x 4 km and dominated by 

hydrophytic trees (Syzygium, Knema, Ficus spp., Calophyllum, 

Pterospermum). Livistona cf. cochinchinense / laoensis emerges 

from the canopy as indicator species of this vegetation type 

while dense stands of palms (Calamus, Areca, Licuala) and spo-

radic clusters of tree ferns dominate the understory. Pneumato-

phores, stilt roots, and aerial roots, characters mostly known 

from coastal mangroves, characterize the hydrophytes. Pre-

liminary documentation indicates that this forest type is en-

demic to central Cambodia and worthy of protection based 

on its rarity and ecological uniqueness

Ida Theilade and Lars Schmidt

ida@life.ku.dk/lsc@life.ku.dk

IarU, the International alliance of 10 of the world’s leading 

research Universities, comprising of University of Copenha-

gen, australian National University, ETh Zürich, National Uni-

versity of Singapore, Peking University, University of California 

- Berkeley, University of Cambridge, University of Oxford, 

The University of Tokyo and Yale University, are organizing an 

international congress on climate change: Global risks, chal-

lenges and decisions in Copenhagen, 10-12 March 2009. The 

congress preceeds the COP15 of the UN Framework Conven-

tion on Climate Change, which will take place at the end of 

2009, also in Copenhagen. The main findings of the congress 

will be included in the material for the COP15.

 

The congress is organized under 6 major themes: 

(1)  Exploring the risks: Understanding climate change;

(2)  Sharing the burdens and opportunities: Equity issues; 

(3) reducing the risks of climate change: Opportunities for 

mitigation; 

(4)  Preparing for impacts. adapting to the inevitable; 

(5)  Managing the Planet; 

(6)  Mobilizing the populace: human dimensions of climate 

change. 

These are all highly relevant to the relationship between for-

ests and climate change, and the congress will have special 

sessions on forest related issues. 

Deadline for abstract and poster submission is 1 September 

2008. Further information on the congress and on-line regis-

tration at www.climatecongress.ku.dk 

Climate change: Global risks, 
challenges and decisions. Provi-
ding scientific input to the de-
bate on climate change

Second botanical survey of lowland
rain forest, Prey Long in Central 
Cambodia
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New publications

A.  Peer reviewed articles

Anthon, S., Lund, j.F. and F. Helles, F. 2008. Target-

ing the Poor – Taxation of Marketed Forest Products 

in Developing Countries. journal of Forest Economics 

14:197-224. Contact j.F. Lund: jens@life.ku.dk

jensen, A. and Meilby, H. 2008. Does commercializa-

tion of a non-timber forest product reduce ecological 

impact? a case study of Critically Endangered Aquil-

laria crassna in Lao PDr. Oryx 42(2), 214-221. Contact: 

a. jensen: andj@life.ku.dk

Andersen, u.S., Córdova, j.P.P., nielsen, u.B., 

olsen, C.S., nielsen, C., Sørensen, M., Kollmann, 

j. 2008. Conservation through utilization: a case study 

of the vulnerable Abies guatemalensis in Guatemala. 

IN: Fauna & Flora International. 2008 ; vol. 42, nr. 2, 

United Kingdom. s. 206-213. Oryx 42(2), 206-213. 

Contact  U.B. Nielsen: ubn@life.ku.dk

Andersen, u.S., Córdova, j.P.P., nielsen, u.B.; 

olsen Kollmann, johannes. 2008. Provenance varia-

tion in germination and seedling growth of Abies

guatemalensis rehder. IN: Forest Ecology and Manage-

ment. 2008 ; vol. 255, s. 1831-1840. 

Contact  U.B. Nielsen: ubn@life.ku.dk

Costa e Silva, j. and Graudal, L. 2008. Evaluation of 

an international series of Pinus kesiya provenance trials 

for growth and wood quality traits. IN: Forest Ecology 

and Management. 2008 ; vol. 255, s.3477-3488.

Contact L. Graudal: lgr@life.ku.dk

B.  Development Brief - Policy 

are sector-wide approaches effective? by Irmeli Musta-

lathi and Pamela White. The brief looks into the experi-

ences of sector-wide approaches in the forestry sectors 

in Tanzania, Mozambique and vietnam.  

The brief is enclosed with this newsletter. This and 

previous Development Briefs are accessible from our 

website at http://www.en.sl.life.ku.dk/Publikationer/

DevelopmentBrief.aspx 

C.  Development Brief - Technical

There is a current need to transform and translate the ›heavy‹ re-

search results into more concise, easy to read and cheap-to-mul-

tiply type of guide material. as a parallel to Development Brief 

- Policy, a new technical series have been launched: Development 

Brief - Technical. These are two-page leaflets in the same style as 

seed leaflets. The target group is practitioners and technicians in 

tropical forestry, agroforestry and land rehabilitation. Of the first 

five Briefs, four are about species selection at adverse sites, viz. 

saltland, fire prone areas, cracking clay soils (vertisols) and termite 

infested areas. The fifth is on direct sowing. http://en.sl.life.dk/

Publikationer/DevelopmentBrief.aspx

D.  Development and environment

Schmidt, L. 2008. a review of direct sowing versus planting in 

tropical afforestation and land rehabilitation. Development and 

Environment No. 10. http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/de10.pdf

e.  other material

Presentations from FLD seminar: a future for the tropical forests 

- for whom? Presentations from the seminar, which was organ-

ized by FLD on 8th May 2008, are available from our website. 

http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/Forskning/DevelopmentEnvironment/About/

Seminars.aspx

Kindt, R., Lillesø, j-P.B., van Breugel, P., nzisa, A., orwa, C., 

Graudal, L., nyabenge, M., jamnadass, R. 2008.

Potential natural vegetation of south-western and central Kenya:  

a tool for the selection of indigenous tree species. Communica-

tion: CD-rom. 

Contact j-P.B. Lillesø: jpbl@life.ku.dk

Thorsen, B.j. and Kjær, e.D. 2007. Forest genetic diversity and 

climate change: economic considerations.  IN: Climate change 

and forest genetic diversity. rome, Italy: Bioversity International, 

2007. s. 69-84.

Conference paper. Contact E.D. Kjær: edk@life.ku.dk

nielsen, L.R. and Kjær, e.D. 2007. Tracing timber from forest to 

consumer with DNa markers. Denmark : Danish Ministry of the 

Environment, 2007. 35 s.

Scientific report. Contact E.D. Kjær: edk@life.ku.dk

Aquillaria 

crassna, seed 

hanging in a 

prolonged funi-

cul. Photo: Lars 

Schmidt


