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Welcome to a new issue of Develop-

ment News, where you can read about 

the involvement of Forest & Landscape 

Denmark (FLD) in international devel-

opment in forestry and environment. 

In September we welcomed several 

new students to our international MSc 

courses, which continue to attract many 

students from developing countries.  

Decentralisation and participatory for-

est management (PFM), as a means 

to secure poor peoples rights to forest 

resources and stem the uncontrollable 

deforestation and environmental deg-

radation, has been the prevailing trend 

in developing countries by both govern-

ments and donors. The three new projects 

described below, as well as several ongoing 

research projects, have secured FLD a central 

role in documenting and developing PFM. 

Agroforestry and tree planting by farmers is 

another focal point of FLD.  A number of new 

PhD students and several documents recently 

published by FLD is a result of this work. I trust 

that you will find the newsletter interesting. If 

you need more  information please do not hes-

itate to contact the project staff responsible.

Yours sincerely

Niels Elers Koch,

Director General, professor, dr. 

Three new projects funded by the Danish 
Council for Development Research

1. new project on Participatory For-

est Management in Tanzania

In 2002, Tanzania’s Forest Act officially 

introduced the concept of participatory 

forest management (PFM). This is a delib-

erate decentralisation of forest resources 

where substantial powers are transferred 

from the central government to local 

communities. Moreover, PFM has the of-

ficial triple objective of (i) improving rural 

livelihoods, (ii) conserving and regenerat-

ing forest resources and (iii) promoting 

good governance. 

This represents an ongoing paradigm 

shift of the country’s entire forestry 

sector, which places new demands on 

forest administration as well as forestry 

research and higher education. Practical applica-

tion of PFM is still in its infancy and experiences 

are poorly documented, because of shortage of 

interdisciplinary studies investigating the effect of 

all three PFM objectives - and over the long term.  

The project will be carried out as a collabora-

tion between FLD, Sokoine University of Agri-

culture (SUA) and Tanzania Forestry Research 

Institute (TAFORI). Implementation will be in 

close connection with  the Danida supported 

PFM Programme of the Forest and Beekeep-

ing Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Tourism. Collaboration also include on-going 

bilateral and NGO funded PFM-projects. 

The project will commence in 2008 and has a

4 year duration. The first phase has a budget 

of about 5 million DKK. Contact: ttr@life.ku.dk

mailto:ttr@life.ku.dk


PAGE 2 DEvELOPMENT NEWS NO.  3     NOvEMBER 2007 ·

The project period is from October 2007 to ultimo 2010. 

Contact: cso@life.ku.dk

FLD providing technical support to project 

on Sustainable Management of Mbeliling 

Forest on West Flores, Indonesia

The forest of Mbeliling is under increasing pressure from en-

croachment for new agricultural land, and its crucial function 

as water catchment area for the wider Manggarai Barat area 

is already threatened.  There are 24 local communities in the 

immediate Mbeliling area whose livelihoods depend on the use 

of the forest resources and a reliable supply of fresh water.  

In 2001-2002, the Royal Danish Embassy provided a grant 

for the collaboration between Bird Life Indonesia (BLI) and 

the Flores NGO Yakines to work with the people around 

Mbeliling forest in order to raise the villagers’ awareness of 

conservation. Three selected pilot villages have all adopted a 

village Conservation Agreement, which will also include the 

local government.  

The lessons learned from this project, together with the posi-

tive experience from a similar Danida-funded project between 

BLI and Birdlife Denmark (Dansk Ornitologisk Forening (DOF)) 

on Sumba, constitute the basis for the development of the 

more comprehensive project in the Mbeliling area on Flores. 

This project focuses on facilitating a multi-stakeholder proc-

ess between local communities, the local government, local 

NGOs and the Ministry of Forestry.  The recent decentralisa-

tion in Indonesia and corresponding amendments of the 

legislation on forestry now provide increased opportunities 

for involving local communities as stakeholders in the man-

agement of multifunctional forest areas, including joint forest 

management units.

The project is supported by Danida through a 7 mill. DKK 

contribution over the three year project period (2007-9). DOF 

implements the project and FLD provides 6 months of techni-

cal inputs to the project within the areas of i) germplasm se-

lection; ii) nursery operation; iii) selection of planting sites; iv) 

conservation aspects and v) preparation of maps.

As a first activity FLD participated in an Inception Workshop 

held in Labuan Bajo on 1st and 2nd of October 2007.

Contact: Thomas Lehmberg, DOF, thomas.lehmberg@dof.dk, 

Søren Moestrup, FLD, smoe@life.ku.dk.

Mbeliling Forest is very diverse with regard to flora as well as fauna

2. Community Based natural Forest and Tree Manage-

ment in the Himalaya - phase II (ComForM II) 

This project is the second phase 

of an ENRECA(Enhanced Re-

search Capacity) project jointly 

developed and implemented 

by the Institute of Forestry (IOF) 

and the Department of Forest 

Research and Survey (DFRS) in 

Nepal and FLD at the University 

of Copenhagen. The specific 

objectives are (i) increased capac-

ity for undertaking high quality forest and natural resources 

management research at key forestry research institutions in 

Nepal, (ii) increased quality of forest and natural resources 

education at BSc and MSc levels at IOF, and (iii) improved 

research and educational management at IOF. To achieve the 

objectives, a four-pronged strategy is applied: (i) developing 

human capital, (ii) developing organisational capital, (iii) up-

grading physical capital, and (iv) strengthening social capital. 

Each of the partner institutions have complementary and 

reinforcing main roles in the project: IOF provides the human 

capital that will be developed to solve research and educa-

tion needs within forest and natural resources management 

in the long run; DFRS provides input to identifying research 

needs and contributes to teaching at IOF; while research and 

educational capacities at FLD, with long term experience in 

Nepal, will be used in the process to develop the human and 

organisational capital at IOF. 

The project period is from October 2007 to ultimo September 

2010. Contact: cso@life.ku.dk

3. Tropical forests for poverty alleviation - from house-

hold data to global analysis

Tropical forests are crucial to the 

livelihoods of millions of poor people 

worldwide. But just how important 

are they in preventing and reducing 

poverty? Which types of forests and 

products count most for the poor? 

Are forests mainly useful as gap-fillers 

and safety nets preventing extreme 

hardship or can they help lift people 

out of poverty? How do different for-

est management regimes and policies affect the benefits poor 

people derive from forests? Answers to such questions are 

essential to design effective forest policies and projects, and 

to incorporate forest issues in poverty reduction strategies.  

This project focuses on (i) the generation and analysis of 

high-quality primary data from around 1800 households to 

shed light on the role of tropical forests in rural livelihoods 

in Burkina Faso, Ghana and Cambodia, and (ii) contributing 

this primary data to a global data base and participating in 

global level analyses of forest-poverty relationships. It is a 

joint project by the University of Copenhagen, the Center 

for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), the University of 

Ouagadougou, the Forest Research Institute of Ghana and 

the Cambodia Development Resource Institute. The project is 

part of the Poverty and Environment Network (PEN). 

mailto:cso@life.ku.dk
mailto:thomas.lehmberg@dof.dk
mailto:smoe@life.ku.dk
mailto:cso@life.ku.dk
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SUTRoFoR has the overall objective to qualify graduates to 

deal with the challenges in contemporary tropical forestry 

under an environment where sustainable tropical forest man-

agement is becoming increasingly complex.

Full descriptions of the two Erasmus Mundus M.Sc. pro-

grammes, inclusive of application procedure and forms, are 

found on: www.sufonama.net and www.sutrofor.net.  Schol-

arships of each  € 42,000 (€ 21,000 annually for two years) 

are available. Application deadline for non-EU students is 

25th January 2008, for EU students 15th August 2008.

New PhD students associated with FLD

A number of Ph.D. students, funded by the NUTREE and SA-

FRUIT projects, have recently been attached to FLD. They are:

Moussa ouedraogo, CnSF, Burkina Faso. 

Moussa is a forester and statistician, working with 

genetics, breeding and conservation of Parkia 

biglobosa, mainly based on plus trees selection in 

natural stands and in field trials, and is enrolled at 

University of Copenhagen (UC).

Henri-noël Bouda, InERA, Burkina Faso. Henri-

Noël is a forester and will work on physiology and 

drought stress adaptation of Parkia biglobosa and 

Adansonia digitata. He is also enrolled at UC.

Charles Parkouda, DTA, Burkina Faso. Charles 

is a food scientist and will work primarily with 

fermentation of Baobab seed, which are used as 

a condiment in northern Burkina Faso. He will be 

enrolled at the University of Accra, Ghana, but is 

visiting the Department of Food Science at UC as part of his 

studies.

Adama Korbo, IER, Mali. Adama is a biologist 

and will work with genetics and adaptation of 

Baobab to drought stress. He will work both with 

nursery and field trials, and with molecular markers. 

He is enrolled at UC.

Kambou Sié, CnSF, Burkina Faso. Kambou is a 

biologist with specialty in vegetative propagation 

of baobab and Parkia biglobosa. His research aims 

to develop techniques for micropropagation of the 

two species. Kambou will be enrolled at the Uni-

versity of Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso, but visits the depart-

ment of Botany, UC, as part of the studies.

Contact: Jan Svejgaard Jensen jsj@life.ku.dk, Anders Ræbild, 

are@life.ku.dk. 

Martin Reinhardt nielsen is starting a PhD project at FLD 

concerned with evaluating the effect of PFM on conserva-

tion and livelihoods based on a case study of forests in the 

Udzungwa Mts. of Tanzania that are a component of the 

globally important Eastern Afromontane biodiversity hotspot. 

The study is partially based on a com-

parison with baseline data on wildlife 

densities, human disturbance, bushmeat 

hunting and socio-economic household 

information collected by Martin prior to 

implementation of PFM in the area. 

Martin Reinhardt Nielsen, mrni@life.ku.dk

PhD dissertations, October 2007

Two FLD students successfully defended their theses in Octo-

ber this year

Arun Rijal: Multifaceted Forest Management for Biodiversity 

Conservation and Poverty Alleviation: a case study of mid hills 

of Nepal

This study investigates the contribution of non-timber for-

est products to rural household livelihood and potentials of 

expanding benefits for poverty alleviation. The study also 

examines traditional knowledge about the use of plants as an 

important part of people-plant interaction.

Arun’s email address  rijal@life.ku.dk.

Irmeli Hannele Mustalahti: Handling the Stick: Practices 

and Impacts of Participation in Forest Management

The purpose of the PhD dissertation was to promote the 

understanding of practices and impacts of local people’s par-

ticipation in forest management. This research examines four 

local-level participation forest management (PFM) interven-

tions in Tanzania, Mozambique, Laos and vietnam. The re-

search is a qualitative and context-specific impact assessment, 

which emphasizes the participatory analysis of the processes 

accompanying the implementation of PFM through donor-

supported participatory interventions. 

A limited number of copies are available from Irmeli Musta-

lahti, FLD, irm@life.ku.dk, Tel. +45 3533 1743

FLD congratulates Arun and Irmeli with their PhD titles and 

look forward to further collaboration.

Work on Acacia senegal, A. nilotica, Mor-

inga oleifera and baobab in Niger

In August-September, Mahamane Larwanou from University 

of Niamey, Niger, visited FLD to work on joint publications. The 

work included an analysis of a provenance trial of Acacia senegal 

and A. nilotica at the Ndounga research station in Niger. The trial 

has revealed highly significant differences between provenances. 

Furthermore, a trial about the effects of fertilisation and ir-

rigation on the production of foliar biomass of Moringa and 

Baobab was analysed. Recently, farmers around Niamey have 

started producing large quantities of Moringa leaves that are 

sold at the market. They produce the leaves in an intensive 

hedge-like horticultural system, where trees are harvested at 

regular intervals. The trial will give indications on the kind of 

inputs needed for an optimal production.

The results will be published as a scientific paper. Contact: 

Anders Ræbild, are@life.ku.dk.

SUFONAMA and SUTROFOR continues 

The first two years of the two Erasmus Mundus M.Sc. pro-

grammes, Sustainable Forest and Nature Management (SUF-

ONAMA) and Sustainable Tropical Forestry (SUTROFOR), have 

shown an overwhelming interest.

SUFonAMA has as its overall objective to qualify gradu-

ates to deal with the challenges of modern natural resources 

management in Europe and other temperate regions, i.e. 

sustainable management of forests and nature areas in an 

integrated landscape context.

http://www.sufonama.net
http://www.sutrofor.net
mailto:jsj@life.ku.dk
mailto:are@life.ku.dk
mailto:mrni@life.ku.dk
mailto:rijal@life.ku.dk
mailto:irm@life.ku.dk
mailto:are@life.ku.dk


Editor: Lars Schmidt

Forest & Landscape Denmark 

Rolighedsvej 23 

DK-1958 Frederiksberg 

For electronic subscription:

www.SL.life.ku.dk>Publications>Newsletters

For paper copy please email to:

SL-International@life.ku.dk 

Development News is published free of charge. The newsletter is financed 

by the Danish International Development Assistance (DANIDA) through the 

performance contract between Danida and Forest & Landscape Denmark 

new seed leaflets

Eight new species from West Africa have been added to the 

series of seed leaflets:

Afzelia africana  Anogeissus leiocarpus

Borassus aethiopum Borassus akeassii

Detarium microcarpum Lannea microcarpum

Parkia biglobosa  Pterocarpus lucens

These leaflets have been written in collaboration with Mil-

lenium Seed Bank, Kew, CNSF (Burkina Faso) and IER (Mali). 

FLD continues to welcome new species for the series which, 

according to requests and downloads, are very popular.

Peer reviewed publications

Lund, J. F. 2007. Is Small Beautiful? village Level Taxation of 

Natural Resources in Tanzania. Public Administration and De-

velopment 27:307-318. 

Abstract: This article examines collection of natural re-

sources revenue by village governments in Tanzania as part 

of a decentralisation reform. An analysis of empirical data in 

the form of taxation records from 14 villages, which collect 

and retain revenues on natural resources utilisation suggests 

that decentralising revenue collection to the lowest local 

government tier may yield: (i) considerable increases in rev-

enue collection; (ii) increased transparency in public finances 

through requirements that village governments document 

their incomes and expenditures to the villagers; and (iii) a 

financial surplus that is used to finance public services at the 

village level. The evidence presented in this article suggests 

that decentralising taxation to the lowest local government 

tier may be a viable approach to enhance revenue collection 

on the utilisation of relatively low value natural resources, and 

assure that a share of the collected revenue is used to finance 

public services.

other publications

T. Treue and I. nathan: Community-based natural resource 

management. The paper is published by Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and is freely available from their home page.

Danida Forum 

S. Moestrup, L. Schmidt and I. nathan. Guidelines for 

distribution of tree seed in small bags. ‘Small quantities and 

high quality’. Available here from our homepage.

News from the electronic information service

Based on advice from some of our users, our international 

information service (homepage) has been thoroughly revised 

and made more user-friendly. All relevant information, an-

nouncements and publications are uploaded currently. We do 

hope that users find the new layout both user-friendly and 

inviting. Please visit the new site. Along with the revision the 

old website of DFSC is now being closed down.

Development Briefs, a new series of information / ex-

tension papers from FLD

The need for short and concise material, which translate 

research findings into something practically applicable is not 

new, yet it has often been difficult to find the right source 

for such publicity on the international scene. To meet this 

demand FLD is now launching a series of Development Briefs. 

The series consists of both a Policy and a Technical issue. The 

first Policy issue is now available:

1. Decentralised forest management in Tanzania,  

by. J. F. Lund. 

A print of the briefs is sent out with this newsletter. Develop-

ment Briefs are available from our homepage. The first Tech-

nical Brief drafts have been circulated and are expected to be 

published shortly.

Development and Environment

Three new issues have been published during the last months

Mvula, P.M. and Lillesoe, J.P.B. 2007. Tree seedling growers 

in Malawi – who, why and how. Development and Environ-

ment No. 5. 

Kindt, R., Breugel, P. van and Lillesø, J.P.B. 2007. Use of 

vegetation maps to infer on the ecological suitability of spe-

cies using central and western Kenya as an example. Part I: 

Description of potential natural vegetation types for central 

and western Kenya. Development and Environment No. 6.

Kindt, R., Breugel, P. van and Lillesø, J.P.B. 2007. Use of 

vegetation maps to infer on the ecological suitability of spe-

cies using central and western Kenya as an example. Part II: 

Tree species lists for potential natural vegetation types. Devel-

opment and Environment No. 7.

note: All publications published by FLD, e.g. Develop-

ment and Environment, Seed Leaflets, Working Pa-

pers and most ’other Publications’ can be download-

ed free of charge from our homepage, where you can 

also read more about distributon of hard copies.

Link

New publications

http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/Publikationer/Nyhedsbreve.aspx
mailto:SL-International@life.ku.dk
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/118net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/119net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/120net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/121net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/122net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/123net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/124net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/125net.pdf
http://www.danidadevforum.um.dk/en/servicemenu/News/CommunityBasedNaturalManagement.htm
http://www.danidadevforum.um.dk/en/servicemenu/News/CommunityBasedNaturalManagement.htm
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/upload/treeseed_net.pdf
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/Forskning/DevelopmentEnvironment/Research.aspx
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/Forskning/DevelopmentEnvironment/Publications.aspx
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/Forskning/DevelopmentEnvironment/Publications.aspx

