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NewsInternational
New MSc course in Sustainable 
Tropical Forestry

A new MSc course in Sustainable 

Tropical Forestry (SUTROFOR), 

coordinated by FLD, has recently 

been accepted by the European 

Commission. The overall objec-

tive is to provide a top-level pro-

gramme that qualifi es graduates 

to deal with the huge challenges 

in contemporary tropical forestry. 

SUTROFOR is organised under the 

Erasmus Mundus programme. In 

the Erasmus Mundus programme, 

courses are offered by consorti-

ums of at least three universities 

in different EU countries and 

students must divide their study 

period between at least two of 

the involved universities. In order 

to promote valuable exchange 

and dialogue between cultures, 

the programme has a scholarship 

scheme for students coming from 

countries outside of EU.

The SUTROFOR Course is offered 

by a consortium of fi ve universi-

ties: (i) The Royal Veterinary 

and Agricultural University of 

Copenhagen, FLD, (ii) University 

of Wales, School of Agricultural 

and Forest Sciences, Bangor, 

Wales, UK, (iii) Dresden Univer-

Minutes from the second meeting of the International 

Advisory Committee are now available on our homepage: 

www.sl.kvl.dk > About Forest & Landscape Denmark > Advi-

sory Councils > International Advisory Committee > Meetings

(Remember to click on the english tab on the right side of 

the frontpage.)

sity of Technology, Institute of 

International Forestry and Forest 

Products, Tharandt, Germany, (iv) 

Institute of Forestry, Agricultural 

and Environmental Engineering, 

Department of Tropical and Rural 

Forestry, Montpellier, France, and 

(v) University of Padova, College 

of Agriculture, Padova, Italy.

The Course consists of a fi rst 

study year at one of three insti-

tutions (Bangor, Copenhagen, 

Dresden) and a second study 

year at one of the four other 

institutions. The fi rst year ends 

with the Joint Summer Module 

including fi eldwork in a tropical 

country. Specialisation options 

in the second year are: (i) Agro-

forestry systems (Bangor), (ii) 

Socio-economics of tropical for-

estry (Copenhagen), (iii) Tropical 

forest management (Dresden), 

(iv) Environmental management 

and policies for tropical forests 

(Montpellier), and (v) Ethics of 

forestry and responsible trade 

in tropical forest products and 

services (Padova).
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The programme is open for stu-

dents both from within and out-

side of EU. It will provide grants 

for 20-30 non-EU students and 

in total 75 students per year will 

be admitted. The course starts 

around 1 September 2006 and 

students should apply for ad-

mission as early as possible and 

no later than 1 February 2006, 

using the Application Form avail-

able on www.sutrofor.net.

For more information contact 

Carsten Smith Olsen cso@kvl.dk 

New publications in the FLD series

-  Seed sources on agroforestry trees in a farmland context

-  Forest genetic resources conservation and management: In 

plantations and genebanks (ex situ) - Vol. 3. 

- Substitutes or Complements?

For details see back page.

http://www.sutrofor.net/
mailto:cso@kvl.dk
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Christensen, M. and Larsen, H.O. 2005. How can collection of 

wild edible fungi contribute to livelihoods in rural areas of Ne-

pal? Journal of Forest and Livelihood 4(2): 50-55.

Collection of wild edible fungi is important for livelihoods in rural 

areas of Nepal and neighbouring countries. Only very few species 

of fungi are exported from Nepal, and compared to neighbouring 

countries there is still a potential to be exploited. However, a system 

of quality control and training of local people must be considered to 

use this potential. Also, a better understanding of the ecology and 

management of the wild edible fungi is necessary for the development 

of a sustainable use of the resource.

For more information contact moc@kvl.dk

Hjortsø, C.N., Christensen, S.M. and Tarp, P. 2005. A Rapid 

Stakeholder and Confl ict Assessment for Natural Resource 

Management using Cognitive Mapping: The Case of Dam Doi 

Forest Enterprise, Vietnam. Agriculture and Human Values 22: 

149-167.

Recently, participatory approaches have been critiqued for not con-

sidering power relations and confl ict internal to the community. In 

this article we suggest that the fi ve-step Rapid Stakeholder and Con-

fl ict Assessment (RSCA) methodology addresses this critique. The ob-

jective of the methodology is to provide a facilitator with a compre-

hensive foundation on which to plan and conduct subsequent partici-

patory project development. The RSCA methodology is demonstrated 

in a case study concerning buffer zone management in the coastal 

wetlands of Southern Vietnam. The case study shows that the RSCA 

methodology can provide an effi cient way of obtaining a holistic and 

critical understanding of a complex resource management situation, 

thus potentially enhancing project performance in an instrumental as 

well as an ethical sense.

For more information contact cnh@kvl.dk

Recently published papers by FLD staff

At the IUFRO World Congress 2005 in August in Brisbane, Australia, 

FLD Director General Niels Elers Koch was elected Vice-President Sci-

ence for the period 2006-2010. IUFRO (International Union of Forest 

Research Organizations) is the global network for forest science co-

operation. It unites more than 15,000 scientists in almost 700 Mem-

ber Organisations in over 110 countries. 

At the same congress, Christian Gamborg, Senior Research fellow at FLD 

received the Outstanding Doctoral Research Award. This award is given 

for  “outstanding individual scientifi c achievements of young scientists.”

FLD Director General 
elected Vice-President IUFRO

Niels Elers Koch Christian Gamborg

Krog, M., Theilade, I., Hansen, H.H. and Ruffo, C.K., 2005. Es-

timating use-values and relative importance of trees to the 

Kaguru people in semi-arid Tanzania. Forests, Trees and Liveli-

hoods 15: 25-40.

This study documents the local knowledge about uses and importance 

of trees to the Kaguru people in the Morogoro Region, Tanzania. Quan-

titative ethnobotany, using the informant consensus method, was used 

to estimate use-values for 47 tree species found within a village and on 

adjacent farmlands. All species were found to have uses and 27 species 

are within the top 3 in at least one of 11 use-categories for meeting 

livelihood needs. Thus, a diversity of tree species plays an important role 

in people’s livelihood. The most important tree species identifi ed were 

the indigenous multipurpose trees Acacia tortilis (Forssk.) Hayne, Lannea 

schweinfurthii (Engl.) Engl. and Azanza garckeana (F. Hoffm.) Exell & Hillc. 

For more specifi c uses, the most important trees were exotic species such 

as Eucalyptus tereticornis Sm. for construction, Carica papaya L. for fruits 

and Azadirachta indica A. Juss. for medicine. 

For more information contact idat@kvl.dk

Nebel, G.; Meilby, H., 2005. Growth and population structure of 

timber species in Peruvian Amazon fl ood plains. Forest Ecology 

and Management 215: 196-211.

The paper provides specifi c ecological information on growth and popu-

lation structure of eight important timber tree species of the Peruvian 

Amazon fl ood plains. The study is based on data collected over a period 

of eight years from permanent sample plots covering a total of 18.6 ha in 

three fl ood plain forest types. Diameter increments were analysed using a 

simple diameter class approach as well as individual-tree growth models 

including the effect of competition. The results provide an idea about the 

productivity of some valuable timber species and may be used as a partial 

basis for forest management planning.

For more information contact heme@kvl.dk

mailto:moc@kvl.dk
mailto:cnh@kvl.dk
mailto:heme@kvl.dk
mailto:idat@kvl.dk
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New PhD students

Welcome to fi ve new PhD students within development and environ-

ment. All are 3-year projects running 2005 - 2008

Alvaro Isaac Rico Pareja

Will be working on “Multi-criteria analysis and spatial decision support 

systems applied to natural resources and adaptive collaborative man-

agement – a case study of the Carrasco National Park, Cochabamba, 

Bolivia” supervised by Prof. Finn Helles and Assoc. Prof. Niels Strange.

Eduardo Antonio Sandoval Hurtado

Will be working on “The potentials of a forestation in the tropical 

lowlands of Bolivia – a study of the business and socio-economics of 

plantation forestry” supervised by Prof. Finn Helles and Assoc. Prof. 

Niels Strange. 

Olsen, C.S. 2005. Trade and conservation of Himalayan medici-

nal plants: Nardostachys grandifl ora DC. and Neopicrorhiza 

scrophulariifl ora (Pennell) Hong. Biological Conservation 125: 

505-514.

The paper estimates the range of the annual trade levels of two en-

dangered Himalayan medicinal plants and discusses the conservation 

implications. Data was collected through a nation-wide survey in Nepal 

using standardised open-ended interviews with 531 harvesters, traders 

and industries. Data collection allowed cross-checking of fi ndings by 

comparing an annual supply estimate and an annual consumption esti-

mate. Regarding methodology, it is concluded that using agents-own-

reported values results in reliable volume and value estimates; however, 

validity should be treated with caution, as there is evidence of system-

atic bias in price reporting and underestimation of quantities. Species 

level amounts and values are reported at national level and estimated 

at the global level. The importance of applying a regional approach to 

conservation of the species is emphasised, as is the need for improved 

offi cial trade monitoring by governments.

For more information contact  cso@kvl.dk

Olsen, C.S. 2005. Quantifi cation 

of the trade in medicinal and ar-

omatic plants in and from Nepal. 

Acta Horticulturae 678: 29-35.

The paper aims at contributing to 

the understanding of the South Asian 

medicinal and aromatic plant market 

by quantifying the volume and value 

of the annual trade of these plant 

products in and from Nepal. Data 

on 32 focal products was collected 

by estimating annual trade through 

interviews with all exporters (157 

wholesalers and government records) 

and domestic industries (n=16). The 

annual total trade is estimated at 

2400 – 9400 tonnes with a trade level in 1997/98 of 6254 tonnes. India 

is by far the dominant export destination; and there is very low domes-

tic demand for raw plant materials in Nepal. The total cif export value 

is estimated at USD 3.2 – 12.8 million with a value of USD 8.1 million 

in 1997/98. The top fi ve species are Nardostachys grandifl ora, Swertia 

chirayita, Neopicrorhiza scrophulariifl ora, Zanthoxylum armatum and 

Sapindus mukorossi. It is argued that the fi ndings are conservative and 

that there may be scope for increasing the value of medicinal and aro-

matic plants to the Nepalese economy.

For more information contact cso@kvl.dk

Olsen, C.S. and Bhattarai, N.K. 2005. A typology of economic 

agents in Himalayan plant trade. Mountain Research and Devel-

opment 25(1): 37-43.

The many available case studies on trade in Himalayan medicinal plants 

do not employ common terminology or methodology. This present paper 

aims to enhance understanding of Himalayan plant trade by develop-

ing a typology of economic agents. The typology is based on fi eldwork 

conducted in Nepal and India, including interviews with 639 harvesters, 

149 traders and 143 wholesalers involved in trade with medicinal plants. 

These are the 3 main groups of economic agents distinguished. They are 

further divided into 6 sub-types and 13 specifi c types. Distinction among 

economic agents is made on the basis of key features. Basic data on 

agents are presented. The typology is developed to be applicable across 

the countries in the Himalayan range. 

For more information contact  cso@kvl.dk

Svarrer, K. and Olsen, C.S. 2005. The economic value of non-

timber forest products – a case study from Malaysia. Journal of 

Sustainable Forestry 20(1): 17-41.

Knowledge of the value of non-tim-

ber forest products (NTFPs) and their 

use patterns may provide input to 

the management of tropical forests 

to the benefi t of local people. This 

study estimates the value of NTFP 

extraction by the Jah Hut in Krau 

Wildlife Reserve, Peninsular Malay-

sia. Data was collected in four vil-

lages using rapid rural appraisal and 

structured interviews of 127 house-

holds. The average value of extract-

ed NTFPs was estimated using the 

indirect opportunity cost method. 

The average value of extraction is 

estimated at PPP US$ 2,455 hh-1 yr-1 

and PPP US$ 40.7 ha-1 yr-1. There is 

evidence that poorer villages and households depend most on NTFP 

extraction. However, traditional Jah Hut activities, including NTFP 

extraction, are replaced by wage labour when available. It is argued 

that NTFP dependence is likely to be reduced as the Jah Hut are in-

creasingly integrated into the Malaysian society. The advantages and 

disadvantages of using the indirect opportunity cost method to esti-

mate the value of NTFPs are discussed.

For more information contact cso@kvl.dk

Collecting medicinal plants in Nepal. Photo: Carsten S. Olsen

Patricia del Carmen Uberhuaga Candia

Will be working on “Forest, communities and poverty in the low-

lands in Bolivia” supervised by Assoc. Prof. Carsten Smith Olsen.

Øystein Juul Nielsen

Will be working on “Using economics to assess the potential for 

community-based forest management in poverty alleviation in Mo-

zambique” supervised by Assoc. Prof. Carsten Smith Olsen.

Santosh Rayamajhi

Will be working on »Conservation and utilization of high altitude 

forests in Nepal« supervised by Assoc. Prof. Henrik Meilby and Assoc. 

Prof. Carsten Smith Olsen.

mailto:cso@kvl.dk
mailto:cso@kvl.dk
mailto:cso@kvl.dk
mailto:cso@kvl.dk
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New publications from Forest & Landscape Denmark

Dhakal, L.P., J.P.B. Lillesø, E.D. Kjær, P.K. Jha and H.L. Aryal. 

2005. Seed sources on agroforestry trees in a farmland context 

– a guide to tree seed source establishment in Nepal. 

Development and Environment No. 1-2005. Forest & Landscape 

Denmark.

Defi nitions of tree seed sources have been developed and applied 

in many countries, and standardised by OECD, EU, FAO, DFSC and 

others. However, the experience from 10 years of work with devel-

opment and provision of better tree seed to farmers in Nepal has 

been that none of these defi nitions are fully suitable for Nepal. The 

publication has been developed with the objective to 1) Develop and 

adopt defi nitions and classifi cation suitable for the Nepalese farmland 

context, 2) provide a practical guideline for establishment and man-

agement of such types of tree seed sources in Nepal, and 3) discuss 

advantages and disadvantages for the different seed source type.  

The publication is available online from  www.sl.kvl.dk > Publications  > ..

FAO, FLD, IPGRI. 2004. Forest genetic resources conservation 

and management: In plantations and genebanks (ex situ) - Vol. 3. 

Rome Italy. 86 pp.

This guide is the third volume of a series of three that deal with the 

conservation of forest genetic resources. This volume addresses tech-

nical requirements, and some applied approaches and experiences 

with ex situ conservation and management. It outlines the role of 

ex situ conservation and reviews some of the strategies that may be 

employed, the managed development of the ex situ populations, as 

well as methods for storage, in the fi eld and in seed banks, for ex situ 

genetic resources. With Volumes 1 and 2, and with other publications 

that are also addressing forest gene conservation issues at regional 

levels, we hope we have been able to provide an integrated view of 

the conservation approaches that can be used for the management 

of forest genetic resources around the world.

The publication is available online from www.Sl.kvl.dk > Publications 

> External Publications

 

If possible please download publications from www.SL.kvl.dk. 

Hard copies can be requested free of charge by email to: SL-

International@kvl.dk

or by letter to 

Forest & Landscape Denmark

Hørsholm Kongevej 11, DK-2970 Hørsholm, Denmark.

Jan Fischer and Finn Helles 2005. Substitutes or Complements? 

How tropical and non-tropical wood products compete. Forest 

& Landscape Working Paper no. 12-2005. 

Many developing countries have yet to realise substantial values from

their forest endowments. The study fi nds that downstream process-

ing is a delicate path to increased forest earnings as tropical wood 

products are more price sensitive than non-tropical products.  

The study applies a Translog cost function and Morishima’s and 

McFadden’s substitution elasticities to the analysis of tropical and 

non-tropical wood products competition. The publication is based on 

the MSc thesis (forestry) of Jan Fischer.

The publication is available online from www.SL.kvl.dk > Publications > ..

Ordering publications
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