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The project on “Welfare and Values in Europe: Transitions Related to Religion, Minorities
and Gender” (WaVE) (running 2006–2009) was conceived in the optimistic light of the
enlargements of the EU in the early part of the 21st century and was funded by the 6th

Framework Programme of the European Commission. The research group at Uppsala Uni-
versity behind the project had noticed that religious bodies were important actors in social
welfare during the course of another project on “Welfare and Religion in a European Per-
spective: A Comparative Study of the Role of the Churches as Agents of Welfare within the
Social Economy” (WREP) (running 2003–2009), and the WaVE project offered possibilities
for expanding the approach through new case studies. Welfare was selected as an analyti-
cal “‘prism’ through which core values are perceived” (p. 5), thereby fixing the social and
gender values in specific situations. The WaVE project has selected 13 cities in 12 European
countries, including post-communist states, with various welfare systems, religious major-
ities, and religious minorities. This has resulted in a data set that offers rich opportunities
for comparison and considerations regarding how local values have created different pat-
terns of assimilation and responses from religious minorities. European debates on multi-
culturalism, which intensified after the project period, have been included in the analysis
throughout the volume, and the book is fully up to date even though much of the formal
data collection ended years ago. The book’s presentation of the many facets of the distribu-
tion between states as well as faith-based and voluntary groups offers an important baseline
for understanding the ongoing transformation of welfare actors in the groundswell of the
refugee crisis of 2015, in which less organised and more informal networks emerged. Gøsta
Esping-Andersen’s familiar typology of welfare regimes is repeatedly used in the discussions,
and it is evident that the chapters take a step forward from Esping-Andersen’s approach,
which showed little interest in religious organisations, despite noting specific cases of col-
laboration between the state and religious organisations. For instance, Esping-Andersen
includes the interaction between the German states and Catholic and Protestant churches in
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providing tax-sponsored welfare (e.g. Esping-Andersen 1990, 106). Annette Leis-Peters, one
of the authors in this book, formulates an explicit critique of the relative neglect of religion
and religious organisations in studies of civil society (p. 163).

The project sought to identify how interactions between majorities and minorities contri-
buted to shaping, maintaining, or undermining social cohesion in various settings and ulti-
mately attempted to provide advice to the the individual states in question as well as to the
European Community as a whole. The theory chapter on social cohesion stresses that inclu-
sion of minorities must preserve minorities’ ethnic, linguistic, and religious preferences,
whatever the economic cost of such inclusive policies (Ch. 4). While this recommendation
is not doubt correct at its core, it can have numerous context-dependent consequences. The
welfare systems of the Nordic countries are based on citizenship, providing assistance to all
citizens depending on need, whereas some Southern European and Eastern European coun-
tries are different (Ch. 5). In Greece and Italy, much of the social welfare work is left to be
implemented by churches, leading to religious control of some issues, such as maternity (e.g.
Ch. 6 and Ch. 11). In contrast, the starting point in the post-communist states was a strong
statist welfare and a dual-earner model that included both genders through state regulation.
Economic developments after communism have forced the state to limit support for the
welfare system in general, while different paths in the relationship between the church and
the communist state have led to different paths of welfare provision. In some cases, churches
and private organisations have taken the initiative, sometimes tightly organised through
the church hierarchy, sometimes loosely organised at the local level, with great differences
between the interventions of the Orthodox and Roman churches. In many cases, economic
decline has led to deterioration in the social situation of women in employment as well as
targets for welfare initiatives (Ch. 7). The many different developments in the post-commu-
nist countries raise questions as to whether Esping-Andersen’s typology of welfare models is
in need of further development.

Several chapters document how members of religious minorities act to enhance social
cohesion. One chapter (Ch. 8) demonstrates how a voluntary organisation is working to
include Muslims with a Turkish background in German society. Another chapter (Ch. 9)
shows how divergent individual and collective values clash among Asian female migrants to
England. The situation of women is also at the core of a case concerning a Muslim shelter for
women in Sweden, where the public discourse concerning patriarchal Islam is challenged by
the accounts of the insiders who operate the shelter (Ch. 10). These insiders explicitly state
that the violence women meet from Muslim men is not in accordance with correctly prac-
tised Islam, a position which in turn enables the authors to critique the public discourse.

The theoretical findings of the WRAP and WaVE projects are collected in the concluding
chapter. It is not possible to address the many issues and theories at stake here, but the link
between welfare approaches and values (religious as well as secular) are elegantly documen-
ted. The admonition against stereotypical and culturalist values is convincing. What is more
important is that the many case studies in the two projects offer valuable suggestions on how
to approach welfare and religious organisations in ways that leave room for the improve-
ment of social cohesion at the local level with further effects at the European level.

Before leaving the volume, it is relevant to consider the WaVE project’s methodology. It
is demanding to compare numerous case studies carried out in 13 cities, distributed across
12 European countries in a manner that permits valid conclusions. A number of the chap-
ters address the approach as a background for their own specific cases, but two chapters are
especially important. One regards the development of the WRAP and WaVE projects (Ch.
2), taking the projects as its starting point. This chapter will prove important for future dis-
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cussions regarding comparative social research. Another chapter develops Robert K. Yin’s
approach to case studies (Ch. 3). Like other chapters in this volume, these stress that the local
research teams have had a great influence in defining the formats of the local case studies as
they saw most relevant. On the one hand, this is clearly important if the research results are
to make an impact among local authorities developing local welfare policies. On the other
hand, this inhibits the comparability of the cases, though these concerns have been managed
convincingly. When reading the volume, one feels that the project has had reached its goal.
That is impressive.
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