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DEVELOPMENTAL MEDICINE & CHILD NEUROLOGY INVITED EDITORIAL

Philanthropic funding in cerebral palsy research: translating new
knowledge into improved quality of life

Research in cerebral palsy (CP) has increased steadily over
the past decades and new, important findings are published
regularly in journals such as this. The new knowledge that
has become available will undoubtedly strengthen preven-
tion of CP and contribute to improving the quality of life
for those affected. This positive development would not be
possible if not for the large, international community of
bright and visionary basic and clinical scientists who have
been attracted to the field. There are likely many different
reasons why scientists have chosen to devote their careers
to CP research. However, at least part of the credit for the
growing significance and awareness of CP research must
be given to an increase in the public and private philan-
thropic funding directed towards neuroscience in general
and neurodevelopmental disorders, including CP, in partic-
ular. The field of CP research has been fortunate in that,
in recent decades, a number of philanthropic research
foundations have focused their strategy and commitment
of support to brain research. Some have had the specific
aim of utilizing knowledge from basic research in a more
specific clinical or societal setting to benefit persons with
CP. Examples are Fondation Paralysie Cerebrale in France
(https://www.fondationparalysiecerebrale.org/), the CP
Alliance in Australia (https://cerebralpalsy.org.au/), and the
Danish Elsass Foundation (https://elsassfonden.dk/). In
parallel, many patient organizations have transformed into
professional organizations that in close dialogue with gov-
ernments and private stakeholders – including philan-
thropic foundations – have raised the awareness of CP and
the need for more relevant research for the benefit of their
members.

The hope of the philanthropic foundations is that their
support will augment the funding from public research-
funding organizations and, at the same time, accelerate the
clinical and societal impact of the research. The philan-
thropic foundations also have the possibility of experiment-
ing with new ways to allocate research funding to areas

that are difficult to justify in a public-funded system. For
example, it is well documented that at low funding success
rates (which is the case in most competitive funding calls),
the peer review system may evoke scientific conservatism
and risk minimization, which in turn results in low priority
being given to genuinely innovative projects. The philan-
thropic research foundations may also explore ways to rec-
ognize international researchers in areas that the
foundation has a special interest in promoting. For
instance, the Elsass Foundation has recently established an
international €150 000 research prize to recognize
researchers who have made a particularly significant contri-
bution to developing new methods or knowledge in the
field of CP, including all aspects of human functions:
somatic, cognitive, social, and psychological conditions
(https://www.elsassfonden.dk/en/about-us/awards/the-elsa
ss-foundation-research-prize/). The prize was awarded for
the first time in 2019 to Professor Bernard Dan in recogni-
tion of his tremendous influence in the field through a
long career, but also to stimulate his future research. The
next prize will be awarded in 2021. The importance and
prestige that such initiatives generate for CP research is
part of a formula that will ensure young, talented scientists
are attracted to the field in the future. This is essential if
research is to continue to help people with CP around the
world.
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