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and elsewhere. While the authors criticize the consequences of this paradigm for
public research funding at universities, at the same time they situate their research
in this market-driven development paradigm (an engine of development) without
challenging it. Still, due to its conceptual and empirical richness, the book is an
insightful read for anyone interested in current developments in African higher
education. It offers evidence where often assumptions dominate.

Akiiki Babyesiza
Higher Education Research & Consulting

Akiiki.Babyesiza@online.de
doi:10.1017/S0001972020000777

Devaka Premawardhana, Faith in Flux: Pentecostalism and mobility in rural
Mozambique. Philadelphia PA: University of Pennsylvania Press (hb
US$49.95 – 978 0 8122 4998 9). 2018, 221 pp.

What difference does Pentecostalism make and what kind of change does it bring
about? These are two of the more prevalent questions in recent scholarship on
Pentecostal Christianity in Africa and elsewhere. In Faith in Flux – a book
about mobility and Pentecostalism in rural Mozambique – Premawardhana
poses a different question. He asks what change is for people who live in the
Maúa district in northern Mozambique and how they experience it. Based on
this, and on Makhuwa ontology more broadly, he discusses how Pentecostalism
is received and how joining a Pentecostal church is part of a long history of con-
tinuous movement and rupture. By doing so, Premawardhana does not presume
that Pentecostalism brings about change or that it mirrors modernity, neoliberal-
ism or individualization. Pentecostalism is instead analysed as part of a lifeworld
in which continuity is change. This is a crucial insight, because it destabilizes the
premise that it is outside forces that catapult change and the idea that tradition in
itself is radically opposed to change. In Faith in Flux, and among the Makhuwa,
continuity is change and ‘radical change [is] a cross-cultural constant’ (p. 25). It is
part of life to be in movement, to convert, to cross and to transgress, not once but
many times, and this mirrors how people engage with Pentecostalism. Writing
about an area where Pentecostalism is not exploding and where the movement
seems fragile, Premawardhana seeks to understand the ways in which people
enter and leave Pentecostalism, and how this is ontologically possible.

Over six chapters, Premawardhana takes us through a fascinating account of
mobility and conversion in the Maúa district in northern Mozambique.
Through a carefully narrated ethnography, he shows how movement, circularity
and border crossings are central in both a physical and an existential sense. This
is reflected in the three overall themes that organize the book: to move, to leave
and to enter, and to be with. Throughout the first two chapters, we learn how
central mobility is in the lives of the Makhuwa. Mobility as an ontological and
existential issue is linked to the tales of origin of the Makhuwa and the decentra-
lized nature of their social organization, as well as to the political history of
Mozambique, including projects of state making and sedentarization. These pro-
jects aim at fixing and stabilizing people, just as Pentecostal ideology seeks to
convert people into a new and fixed way of being. Both of these outside (and
elite) forces are adapted and resisted by the Makhuwa in ways that reflect their
understanding of the world as a world of movement, circularity and border cross-
ing. Chapters 3 and 4 are about the making of boundaries and the crossing of
borders. Through an analysis of initiation rites, Premawardhana makes the
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point that entering adulthood is about getting to know bounded entities, rather
than moving from one state to another to remain there. Premawardhana makes
a useful distinction here between what religious conversion or rituals are meant
to produce (categories and stability) and that which is experienced and lived by
people. The point is – and this is a critique of theories of hybridity and syncretism
– that boundaries and bounded entities exist, but that it is possible to move
between them. This leads Premawardhana to invoke the idea of polyontological
mobility, by which he wants to show that plurality is part of the Makhuwa way
of seeing the world, but also that a mobile people ‘bring a facility of transgression’
that allows people not to blend but to move from one religious setting to another
(p. 100). The book further discusses female religiosity and the observation that
women are more likely to convert than men are. Premawardhana argues that
female conversion is not so much about male domination as it is about ‘particular
feminine, which is to say Makhuwa, capacities: to make moves, to cross borders
and, thereby, to be with’ (p. 137). In conclusion, the author makes the important
point – and by this he de-radicalizes Pentecostalism – that many Pentecostal prin-
ciples and experiences are similar to what were there already.

The books ends with speculation on the future of Pentecostalism. The author
sees a potential destabilizing factor in the deep tension between trends of bureau-
cratization and the empowerment of rebirth and healing in lived Pentecostalism.
The question is whether that tension is so clear-cut and whether the perspective of
polyontological mobility would also allow us to see movements between the reli-
gious and the political spheres, not as overlaps but as spheres one can move into
and out of. Determining criteria of inclusion and exclusion can reflect bureaucrat-
ization, but this might at the same time be a flexible process. Determining who is
evil is not necessarily only about fixing identities; it is also an ongoing process of
interpretation.

This book deserves a wide readership, not only by those studying
Pentecostalism, but also by scholars engaged in broader debates of social
change, religious conversion and mobility. The author invites us into his work,
his eloquently written ethnographic observations, his methodological reflections,
and his mature debates with some of the more influential anthropologists and
philosophers of recent times. Most importantly, the author shows a humble and
deeply empathetic approach to the people he works with and to his craft. This
is a book that benefits from careful and slow reading.

Karen Lauterbach
Centre of African Studies, University of Copenhagen

kjl@teol.ku.dk
doi:10.1017/S0001972020000790

Ebenezer Obadare, Pentecostal Republic: religion and the struggle for state power
in Nigeria. African Arguments. London: Zed Books (hb £70 – 978 1 8699 238 3;
pb £16.99 – 978 1 78699 237 6). 2018, 214 pp.

Nigeria is widely seen as one of the global hotspots of contemporary Pentecostal
Christianity; indeed, its largest city, Lagos, is frequently referred to as the
Pentecostal capital of the African continent, if not of the world. Several studies
have foregrounded the deeply political nature of this vibrant and energetic form
of Christianity, and its manifestation as a highly public form of religion in contem-
porary Africa. Yet few studies have done this in a way as astute and accessible as
Ebenezer Obadare in Pentecostal Republic. The book offers an incisive analysis of
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