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Shi’a Women in Italy: Between Tradition and Traditionalism

Minoo Mirshahvalad

Postdoc, Middle Eastern Studies, Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies

Through the case study of 20 Shi’a
organizations in ltaly, this study aims to explore

! the meanings of traditionalism and how it grows

among certain Shi’'a women who are members
of these organizations. The study compares the
two differing and antithetical ways in which

Shi’a women relate to their traditions, one being

" spontaneous and emotional, the other rational

and discursive. The primary objective is to show

. that the rationalization of tradition, or

traditionalism, develops only among women
willing and capable of relating to their European
host context. Instead of an organic tendency,

Shi’a traditionalism emerges in this case as a reaction to Italian society, tailored to deal with
the social concerns that surface in the Apennine peninsula. The social concerns eventually
propel women to revamp their religious heritage.

Locating Diasporanian (Be)longing: A Feminist Collage of Zekr/s}

locating diasporanian (be)longing: a feminist collage of zekr/,s3

aman agah

Aman Agah,

Doctoral candidate, Women, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies, Oregon State University

Their dissertation engages personal, familial,
and scholarly archives alongside politics of
location and transnational women of color
feminisms to produce a multimedia and
interdisciplinary exploration of Iranian-Shi'a
diaspora subject formation and belonging.
Using collage as a literal and figurative
representation of memories and identities, this
project explores memory and the act of
remembering/remembrance as feminist
practices inherent to diasporanian (diaspora +
Iranian) subject formation.
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