
 
 

Tenured Associate Professor April 1th 2024 

 

 

Part-time child care leave January 2025- July 2025  
Maternity leaveApril 2012 - March 2013 and March-April 2018 

 

 

Scientific focus areas: My research investigates the fundamental mechanisms by which
bacteria sense, interact with, and respond to their environments. I transform this knowledge
into novel ways of shaping microbial behavior to our benefit.  
Formal education at the University of Copenhagen (UCPH) 

 

 

2024 LUKU leadership course 

2022 Supervision of Ph.D. students 

2021 University Pedagogy 

2019 UCPH Forward, Talent Programme for Excellence in Research 

2014 Ph.D. Biology, Department of Biology (December 8th 2014) 

2010 M.Sc. Molecular Biomedicine 

2007 B.Sc. Molecular Biomedicine 

 

 

Current and most recent positions 

2024.04.01 Associate Professor, Department of Plant and Environmental Sciences (PLEN),
UCPH 

2020–2024 Tenure Track Assistant Professor, PLEN, UCPH. 
2018–2020 Assistant Professor, Department of Veterinary and Animal Sciences (IVH),
UCPH 

2015–2018 Postdoctoral Fellow, Bassler Laboratory, Princeton University, USA 

2010–2014 Ph.D. student, BIO, UCPH 

 

 

Select academic awards and independent funding (PI: 13.9 M DKK, co-PI 10.2 M DKK) 

2024 2x Pioneer Innovator, Novo Nordisk Foundation 

2024 Co-PI, Global Science Summit Programme, Novo Nordisk Foundation 

2024 Co-PI, DFF1 FTP  
2024 PoC, UCPH innovation funding 

2024 UCPH Science innovation funding 

2022 Elected member, The Young Academy, under the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences
and Letters 

2021 Sapere Aude Research Leader award, DFF 

2019 Excellence in Outreach Prize, IVH, UCPH 

2018 Lundbeck Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship 

2016+ 2017 Lundbeck Foundation International Postdoctoral Fellowships 

2014 International Postdoctoral Fellowship, DFF 

2008 Danish Cancer Society scholarship for master students 

2002 Aspiring Researcher Award, Danish Ministry of Science and Technology 

 

 



Supervision 

Main supervisor: 1 Ph.D., 12 M.Sc., 11 B.Sc., 6 project students. 
Co-supervisor: 3 Ph.D. students, 3 visiting Ph.D. students, 3 M.Sc., 3 B.Sc., 9 visiting
students. 
 

 

Teaching 

2024: Invited lecturer, Eliava summer school on phages, Georgia.  
2023: Nominated for the SCIENCE Department teaching prize. 
2022-2025 Member of the PLEN teaching committee. 
I have developed and taught courses at the B.Sc., M.Sc., and Ph.D. levels, including oral
and written examinations, and I have served as Ph.D. thesis opponent, University of Otago,
New Zealand. I teach Microbiology and Biotechnology and Fundamentals (PhD course). 
 

 

Leadership and administrative experience 

I lead the Phage and Quorum sensing research group. I managed 4 independent postdoc
fellowships. I currently lead a Sapere Aude research leader project running until Oct 2026,
two Pioneer innovator projects, and I am Co-PI on two interdisciplinary grants (NNF Global
Science Summit and DFF1 FTP). I have gained excellent leadership training through the
UCPH Forward Talent Programme for Excellence in Research. I supervise a Postdoc, two
Ph.D. students, two research assistants, a part-time technician, and three M.Sc. students.
My current group members have excelled with best talk at departmental PhD Day, being
selected for several oral presentations, EMBO short-term fellowship, obtaining innovation
funding as co-PI, obtaining UCPH KU Lighthouse PoC innovation funding, and being patent
co-inventors, under my mentorship.  
 

 

Service and leadership at The Young Academy: Since 2022: chairperson of the Research
Environment Prize and member of our outreach committee. 2024: council member and
chairperson of the outreach committee. Invited presentations on how to build inclusive and
creative research environments at conferences organized by The Velux Foundations and
the Novo Nordic Foundation, I have shared our insights via Uni avisen, the Changing
Academic Life podcast, and with UCPH HR.  
 

 

Select committees and service 

Reviewer: Nature, Nature Microbiology, PNAS, The ISME Journal, Scientific Reports, RNA
Biology, Journal of Microbiology, International Journal of Antimicrobial Agents, PHAGE,
Trends in Microbiology, Nucleic Acids Research, Cell Host and Microbe. 
 

 

2023- Invited member of the antimicrobial resistance alliance (Novo Nordisk Foundation,
Pfizer Danmark, Pharmadanmark) 

2018 Member of Pharmadanmark’s task force on antibiotic resistance. 
2014- Board member, Study-foundation, Pharmadanmark, awarding conference grants 

 

 

Outreach  
Multiple outreach events annually, including the BLOOM science festival (kids event and



main event), Forskningens døgn, kulturnatten, talks at the Gifted Children summer camp,
invited talks on research environments, podcasts, news outlets (P1, DR Viden ect.), popular
science outlets, Science Faction comedy event, Features in This Week in Microbiology, and
Small Things Considered blog posts, I wrote a chapter for Women in Microbiology book to
inspire the next generation of microbiologist and I translated the children’s book Paul has
Measles to raise awareness of microbes and vaccines. 
 

 

Select outreach activities: 
2024- Talks at the Gifted Children summer camp 

2023 Invited panelist at the BLOOM science festival and the BLOOM school event for
children 

2022 Forskningens Døgn, three outreach events. 
2021 Invited talk, Pharmadanmark network meeting. 
2021 Invited talk, Danish laboratory technicians’ conference. 
2021 Forskningens døgn. Four online outreach events. 
2020 Invited virtual presentation and discussion, Holestebro Gymnasium. 
2020 Invited panelist, CRISPR-Cas and AI, Science Faction, Comedy Zoo . 
2019 Interviewed for three articles on DR Viden on antibiotics resistance transfer, phage
therapy, and on our newly discovered phage defense mechanism (Bru et al. 2019).  
2019 Feature article, Pharmadanmark Magazine #3 

2019 Invited speaker, CALIS student symposium, UCPH. 
2019 Radio interview on phage therapy, Danish National Radio P1 Morgen (19.02.19). 
2019 Translation of children’s book, “Paul has Measles”. Vaccine awareness initiative. 
2018 Organizer and speaker, “The Fight Against Superbugs”, Pharmadanmark, Denmark. 
2018 Kulturnatten, Hands-on demonstration, “Why do Bacteria Talk”, Denmark. 
2017–2018 Workshop leader, Lead-Like-A-Girl conference, Stuart Country Day School,
USA 

 

 

Talks 

Multiple oral presentations at national and international conferences, including 10 invited
talks, and invited panelist on antimicrobial resistance events and scientific careers. 
 

 

Publication Summary 

ResearcherID: A-5309-2015 

ORCiD: 0000-0001-5904-8859 

h-index: 12, Citations: 1204 (Google Scholar) 

Publications: 18 published publications, 4 BioRxiv preprints.  
8 sole-, first-, or co-first author. 10 corresponding/co-corresponding. 
2 patents.  


